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Equine Plasma

Collection Kit

Directions for use
To transfer anticoagulant to 3 litre blood collection bag
1. Take the large (3 litre) bag & place on a flat surface.

2. Close both red clamps (one on the long blood collection tube and the one on the connecting tube between the 2 litre & 3 litre bags).

3. Using a sterile syringe (not provided) add 250ml of Anticoagulant Citrate Solution via the red port in the 3 litre blood collection bag.

4. Ensure that the inside of the blood collection bag is thoroughly wetted by the anticoagulant solution.
Filling the 3 litre collection bag with blood
1. Perform a routine sterile prep at the venipuncture site. (Sedation of the donor may be advantageous in order to keep the PCV from elevating & ensure maximum plasma yield.
2. Anaesthetise the skin at the venipuncture site with approximately 1ml local anaesthetic.

3. Place the 3 litre bag in a container of crushed ice with ports and lines uppermost.

4. Open the red clamp on the long line from the 3 litre bag and place a suitable needle /cannula at the blue end of the line and perform the venipuncture.

5. Gently rock the bag during collection to ensure thorough mixing of the blood and anticoagulant.

6. When 3 litres of blood has been collected (the bag should be full but not distended) close the red clamp on the long line.

7. Remove the needle from the vein and cap the end of the long line.
Separation of plasma and red cells
1. Store both bags (3 litre blood collection bag and 2 litre plasma collection bag) upright (with tubes and ports at the top) at 0°C to allow separation by gravity to occur.
2. Periodically agitate the liquid around the exit ports in order to minimise the possibility of siphoning off red cells. This helps to dislodge any red cells which are not setting and we advise that it should be done at least twice.
1. After 8 to 12 hours there should be adequate separation of red cells and plasma. Keeping both bags upright hold the full 3 litre bag higher than the empty 2 litre bag.

2. Open the clamp on the line between the two bags and gently squeeze the plasma out of the 3 litre bag so it siphons, with the help of gravity, into the 2 litre bag. WARNING: Do not overfill the plasma bag, which should not feel distended or tight, because, when frozen, the fluid will expand and could burst the bag.

3. When the 2 litre bag is full close the clamp on the line between the bags, and cut the line on the 3 litre bag side of the clamp. The 3 litre bag containing blood cells can now be discarded.
4. Freeze the 2 litre bag of plasma immediately.

5. Compatible additives may be administered through the red port but remember to ensure thorough mixing.

6. The plasma can be administered via a suitable giving set attached to the 2nd port of the 2 litre bag
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1. Blood in from horse, clip off … when enough blood is taken





2. Leave blood to settle, DO NOT turn upside down





3. Gently squeeze plasma out from 3 litre to 2 litre bag





4. Cut tube connecting the two bags and clamp. Plasma may then be drained from 2 litre bag as required









